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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration of application 09/874,042 filed on June 27, 2006. 

The amendment contains original claims: 2-3, 9-12, 14-15, 19-23. 
The amendment contains amended claims: 1,6, 13, 16, 18, 24. 
The amendment contains new claims: 25-29 
Claims 4-5, 7-8, 17 have been canceled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



Claims 1-3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 16, 18-21, 24 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent Number 5,650,604 to Marcous et 
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al. (further referred to as Marcous), and further in view of U.S. Patent Number 
6,105,009 to Cuervo (further referred to as Cuervo). 

Regarding claim 1 , Marcous discloses a financial transaction system for 
automated electronic transfer of funds (column 1, lines 7-12) comprising: 

a receiving center configured for receiving a transfer request and a verification ID 
(column 2, lines 52-64; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65) from a sender and 
for receiving a predetermined amount of funds (column 1, lines 24-46; column 3, lines 
40-65) and further configured to provide access to the verification ID and amount of 
funds to a network of dispensing centers (column 10, lines 7-13); and 

a dispensing center linked to said network of dispensing centers and configured 
for verifying the verification ID entered by a recipient (column 2, lines 52-64; column 4, 
lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65), receiving said amount of funds from said receiving 
center, and for dispensing said predetermined amount of funds to the recipient (column 
2, lines 24-47; column 4, lines 16-30). 

Marcous does not disclose a financial card. However, Cuervo discloses a 
financial card (column 2, lines 5-21 ). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine the dispensing of debit cards as disclosed by Cuervo with the EFT/ATM 
system dispensing cash and cash equivalents (column 2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by 
Marcous. The motivation would be to provide a variety of monetary mechanisms by 
which to transfer and receive funds in cash equivalent forms. 
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Regarding claim 2, Marcous discloses the financial transaction system further 
comprising an authorization center linked to said receiving center for authorizing the 
transfer (column 4, lines 11-25; column 8, lines 53-67; column 9, lines 1-57). 

Regarding claim 3, Marcous discloses the financial transaction system wherein 
said authorization center is linked to said receiving center and said dispensing center 
over a communications network (column 3, lines 50-63; column 4, lines 42-64; column 
5, lines 29-67, Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Marcous discloses the financial transaction system wherein 
the sender is coupled to said receiving center through a network (column 4, lines 30-64; 
column 10, lines 7-22). 

Regarding claim 9, Marcous discloses the financial transaction system wherein 
said receiving center includes a financial card reader (column 3, lines 40-64; column 7, 
lines 49-55). 

Regarding claim 14, Marcous discloses the financial transaction system wherein 
said receiving center further comprises a cash acceptance mechanism (column 3, lines 
40-65). 
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Regarding claim 16, Marcous discloses a method for transferring funds (column 
1 , lines 7-12) comprising: 

receiving from a sender at a receiving center a transfer request, a verification ID, 
and an amount of funds (column 1, lines 24-46; column 2, lines 52-64; column 3, lines 
40-65; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65; column 9, lines 12-20); 

providing access to the verification ID and the amount of funds to a network of 
dispensing centers (column 2, lines 52-64; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65; 
column 10, lines 7-13); 

verifying the verification ID entered by a recipient at a dispensing center linked to 
said receiving center (column 2, lines 52-64; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58- 
65); 

receiving at the dispensing center the amount of funds from the receiving center 
(column 1, lines 24-46; column 2, lines 33-43; column 3, lines 41-65; column 10, lines 7- 
13). 

Marcous does not disclose dispensing the amount of funds to the recipient via a 
financial card. However, Cuervo discloses dispensing the amount of funds to the 
recipient via a financial card (column 2, lines 5-21). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine generating and dispensing debit cards as disclosed 
by Cuervo with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and cash equivalents (column 2, 
lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous. The motivation would be to provide a variety of 
monetary mechanisms by which to transfer and receive funds in cash equivalent forms. 
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Regarding claim 18, Marcous discloses the method further comprising receiving 
information from said sender specifying the location for dispensing the amount of funds 
(column 1 , lines 38-46). 

Regarding claim 19, Marcous discloses the method further comprising the step of 
allowing the recipient to provide a verification PIN number to secure (said financial card) 
(column 4, lines 11-30). 

Regarding claim 20, Marcous discloses the method further comprising the step of 
dispensing (said financial card) to the recipient through an ATM (column 2, lines 44-52; 
column 3, line 40 - column 4, line 30). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 21, Marcous does not disclose the financial transaction 
system wherein said financial card is a debit card. However, Cuervo discloses the 
financial transaction system wherein said financial card is a debit card (column 2, lines 
5-21). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the dispensing of 
debit cards as disclosed by Cuervo with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and 
cash equivalents (column 2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous. The motivation 
would be to provide a variety of monetary mechanisms by which to transfer and receive 
funds in cash equivalent forms. 
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Regarding claim 24, Marcous discloses a financial transaction system for 
automated electronic transfer of funds (column 1, lines 7-12) comprising: 

means for receiving a transfer request and a verification ID (column 2, lines 52- 
64; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65) from a sender and for receiving a 
predetermined amount of funds (column 1, lines 24-46; column 3, lines 40-65); 

means for providing access to the verification ID and the amount of funds to a 
network (column 2, lines 52-64; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65; column 
10, lines 7-13); 

means for verifying the verification ID entered by a recipient (column 2, lines 52- 
64; column 4, lines 11-16; column 8, lines 58-65), for receiving the amount of funds from 
the means for receiving (column 1, lines 24-46; column 2, lines 33-43; column 3, lines 
41-65; column 10, lines 7-13), and for dispensing said predetermined amount of funds 
to the recipient (column 2, lines 24-47; column 4, lines 16-30). 

Marcous does not disclose a financial card. However, Cuervo discloses a 
financial card (column 2, lines 5-21). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine the dispensing of debit cards as disclosed by Cuervo with the EFT/ATM 
system dispensing cash and cash equivalents (column 2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by 
Marcous. The motivation would be to provide a variety of monetary mechanisms by 
which to transfer and receive funds in cash equivalent forms. 

Regarding claims 26 and 28, Marcous does not disclose the method wherein 
said predetermined amount of funds is dispensed to the recipient in a new financial 
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card. However, Cuervo discloses the method wherein said predetermined amount of 
funds is dispensed to the recipient in a new financial card (column 2, lines 5-21). It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the dispensing of new 
financial cards as disclosed by Cuervo with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and 
cash equivalents (column 2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous. The motivation 
would be to provide a variety of monetary mechanisms by which to transfer and receive 
funds in cash equivalent forms. 

Regarding claims 27 and 29, Marcous does not specifically disclose the method 
wherein said predetermined amount of funds is dispensed to the recipient by recharging 
an existing financial card. However, Examiner takes Official Notice that the charging of 
existing financial cards is old and well known. It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a financial transfer system in which an 
existing card is used to receive said funds, the motivation being to use old and well 
known technology. It is the scope of the Marcous invention as disclosed to provide an 
improved system in which the traditional use of an existing card is not required. 

Claims 10 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Marcous and Cuervo as applied to claims 1 and 16 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,636,833 B1 to Flitcroft et al. (further referred to as Flitcroft). Neither 
Marcous nor Cuervo disclose the financial transaction system wherein said financial 
card is a credit card. However, Flitcroft discloses the financial transaction system 
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wherein said financial card is a credit card (column 18, lines 18-24). It would be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the dispensing of credit cards as disclosed 
by Flitcroft with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and cash equivalents (column 2, 
lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous and Cuervo. The motivation would be to provide 
a variety of monetary mechanisms by which to transfer and receive funds in cash 
equivalent forms. 

Claims 12 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Marcous and Cuervo as applied to claims 1 and 16 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,048,271 to Barcelou (further referred to as Barcelou). Neither 
Marcous nor Cuervo disclose the financial transaction system wherein said financial 
card is a smart card. However, Barcelou discloses the financial transaction system 
wherein said financial card is a smart card (column 7, lines 52-62). It would be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the dispensing of smart cards as disclosed 
by Barcelou with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and cash equivalents (column 
2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous and Cuervo. The motivation would be to 
provide a variety of monetary mechanisms by which to transfer and receive funds in 
cash equivalent forms. 

Claims 13 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Marcous and Cuervo as applied to claims 1 and 16 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,298,336 B1 to Davis et al. (further referred to as Davis). Neither 
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Marcous nor Cuervo disclose the financial transaction system wherein said financial 
card is a stored value card. However, Davis discloses the financial transaction system 
wherein said financial card is a stored value card (column 5, lines 12-18). It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the dispensing of smart cards as 
disclosed by Davis with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and cash equivalents 
(column 2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous and Cuervo. The motivation would be 
to provide a variety of monetary mechanisms by which to transfer and receive funds in 
cash equivalent forms. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Marcous 
and Cuervo as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,861 ,841 to Gildea et al. (further referred to as Gildea). Neither Marcous nor Cuervo 
disclose the financial transaction system wherein said financial card contains a GPS 
receiver. However, Gildea discloses the financial transaction system wherein said 
financial card contains a GPS receiver (column 1 , lines 10-28). It would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the inclusion of a GPS device in the financial 
card as disclosed by Gildea with the EFT/ATM system dispensing cash and cash 
equivalents (column 2, lines 33-38) as disclosed by Marcous and Cuervo. The 
motivation would be to enable the location of the financial card and it's user for currency 
exchange and tracking of one's safety purposes. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 27, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant sets forth three primary arguments. 

First, Applicant argues that the references do not teach "receiving from a 
sender... an amount of funds" and "receiving at the dispensing center the amount of 
funds from the receiving center" in such a way as "no account is needed for either the 
ender or the receiver because the funds are transferred immediately...". However, 
Examiner cites Marcous in which funds are received by various means by a sender, and 
whereby the funds are then available art the receiving center for dispensing. Marcous 
discussed both methods such as Western Union in which funds are delivered 
electronically or by hand and subsequently wired to a receiver (column 1 , lines 24-46), 
where an EFT is initiated by hand delivering funds (column 3, lines 63-67), as well as 
EFT means by which a sender electronically makes funds available and then those 
funds are available, without delay, at a receiving and dispensing center (column 3, lines 
40-63). Marcous further discloses where neither the sender nor the receiver are 
required to maintain any accounts in order to engage in such transfers (column 2, lines 
24-28; column 3, lines 63-67; column 8, lines 1 1-14). 

Second, Applicant argues the receiving of funds onto existing and new financial 
cards. Cuervo discloses the issuing of new financial cards (column 2, lines 5-21). If the 
objective is to offer a means by which an individual in, for example, an emergency 
situation needs to be able to receive funds from a machine such as an ATM machine, 
the user would need the flexibility to receive the funds in formats such as cash, or on a 
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card issued by the machine. Thus, Marcous discloses the dispensing of cash (column 
2, lines 33-51) and Cuervo discloses the issuing of new cards (column 2, lines 5-21). 
Regarding existing financial cards, it is the scope of the Marcous invention as disclosed 
to provide an improved system in which the traditional use of an existing card is not 
required (column 2, lines 48-51; column 3, lines 1-3; column 4, lines 2-5; column 8, lines 
13-17). Using an existing financial cards to receive financial means is old and well 
known but less than useful if an individual is trying to receive funds, perhaps in an 
emergency, and does not have a or the proper financial card. Thus Marcous offers an 
improved system in which the baseline known system of using an existing card is 
improved upon to allow access to funds without the old and well known existing card. 

Thirdly, Applicant argues that Marcous does not disclose wherein the sender 
specifies the location of the funds to be dispensed. Again, Examiner points to the 
section in Marcous in which Western Union is discussed and in which a receiver is 
required to go to a specific location as directed by the sender in order to receive 
transferred funds (column 1 , lines 25-46). Marcous is improving this old and well known 
system through the use of ATMs and networks such that a user has additional flexibility 
to acquire funds. However, specifying the location to which funds are transferred is an 
old and well known practice such as to a Western Union office or to a recipients bank, 
etc. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached at 571-272-6799. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3628 
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